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DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, RAYMOND W KELLY, the Comm ssioner
of the New York City Police Departnent, and ANTHONY PLACI DO, the
Special Agent in Charge of the New York Ofice of the Drug
Enf orcenent Adm ni stration, announced the unsealing in Minhattan
federal court on l|ate Mnday of an Indictnment charging 11
i ndi viduals with robbery, murder, firearns and narcotics of fenses
stenming fromtheir alleged participation in a robbery crew that
targeted narcotics dealers in the Bronx, Manhattan and Queens.

The Indictnment nanmes the foll ow ng defendants as being
nenbers of the Freeman Street Robbery Organization: FRANKLI N
M NAYA, a/k/a “Frank,” al/k/a “Hermano,” ALBERTO CASTELLANO, a/k/a
“Christian,” SILVIO GUERRERO, al/k/a “Don Silvio,” LEONARDO PI NA,
alk/a “Leo,” alk/a “Leito,” a/k/a “Andre Puentes,” REYNALDO PI NA,
alk/la “Regito,” PEDRO MORETA, a/k/a “Alejandro,” JULIO CESAR

RODRI GUEZ, a/k/a “Junior,” ANGEL COLIVERI A a/k/a “Manolin,” LU S



GOVEZ, alkl/a “Mreno,” BERNABE MARTINEZ, al/k/a “Ben,” alkl/a
“Antonio,” and HARI S JAVIER, a/k/a “Harry.” In addition, LEONARDO
Pl NA and REYNALDO PINA are charged with the Septenber 1, 1997,
mur der of Leonel Pena during the course of one of the robberies, in
the vicinity of 620 Wst 152" Street in Manhattan. FRANKLI N
M NAYA, JULI O CESAR RODRI GUEZ and LU S GOMEZ are charged with the
April 3, 2001, nurder of Joaquin Rodriguez during the course of a
robbery in the vicinity of 2420 Bronx Park East in the Bronx.
FRANKLI N M NAYA, ALBERTO CASTELLANO and Sl LVI O GUERRERO ar e char ged
with the May 1, 2001, nurder of Raul Ferreira during the course of
a robbery in the vicinity of 1940 East Trenont Avenue in the Bronx.
According to the Indictnment — S3 01 C. 619 (VM - the
Freeman Street Robbery Organi zati on execut ed nunerous coor di nat ed,
carefully planned home invasion robberies, primarily of narcotics
traffickers, in the New York netropolitan area. Menbers of the
Freeman Street Robbery Organization allegedly worked wth
individuals referred to in Spani sh as “santeros,” or in English as
“tipsters,” who have inside information about the operations of
various narcotics traffickers in the New York netropolitan area
The santeros provided this inside information to nenbers of the
Freeman Street Robbery Organization so that they could plan and
carry out robberies of the targeted narcotics traffickers at tines
when they were believed to be in possession of |arge quantities of

drugs and/or drug proceeds, it was charged.



According to the Indictnent, nenbers of the Freeman
Street Robbery Organization would conduct surveillance of the
targeted robbery location in advance of the tinme that they pl anned
to commt the actual robbery in order to verify the credibility of
the information received fromthe santero, to nmake arrangenents for
the equi pnent and personnel necessary to gain entry into the
targeted locations, and to generally famliarize thenselves wth
the target | ocations to maxim ze the chances of success on the day
the robbery was carried out. After receiving information from a
santero, nmenbers of the Freeman Street Robbery Organization would
assenbl e at various | ocations, such as a parking garage | ocated at
1038 Freeman Street in the Bronx or an apartment |ocated at 1950
East Trenont Avenue, Apt. 1D in the Bronx, in order to plan and
coordi nate i n advance of the robbery, according to the charges. On
the day that a robbery was carried out, it was charged, nenbers of
the Organization typically would carry firearns in vehicles with
traps, or hidden conpartnents, to the target |ocation. Anong the
types of vehicles allegedly frequently used by nenbers of the
Freeman Street Robbery Organization were vans, which could
accommobdat e  nunerous passengers and equi pnent, such as
sl edgehamrers and ot her tools, which were sonetinmes needed to gain
entry to an apartnment through a door or w ndow.

As set forth in the Indictnment, before a robbery was



actually carried out, certain nenbers of the Organization were
assigned the role of gaining entry to a target l|ocation, while
others were assigned to act as | ookouts outside of the |ocation.
Partici pants who were to enter |ocations usually carried guns and
wore gloves to reduce the |likelihood that they would |eave
fingerprints at the scene. Lookouts also allegedly frequently
carried police radio scanners to the robberies in order to nonitor
whet her police were responding to the vicinity of a robbery.
During the execution of the robberies, nenbers of the Freenman
Street Robbery Organization typically used crowbars and harnesses,
anong other tools, to gain entry into the honmes of their intended
victinms, it was charged. During sonme of the robberies, nmenbers of
the Organization inpersonated police in order to confuse and
intimdate their victins and to facilitate the conmm ssion of the
robberies, accordingtothe Indictnent. Alternative neans of entry
were al so all egedly used, and certain nenbers of the Organization
devel oped particularized skills that facilitated successful hone
i nvasi ons. For exanple, because nmany of the Oganization’s
targeted l|ocations were residential apartnents wthin |[|arge
apartnent conplexes in the New York netropolitan area, certain
menbers of the Organi zation developed the ability to rappel from
the rooftop of an apartnent building to the wi ndow of a targeted

apartnent through which entry could be made, it was charged. This



skill enabled the Freeman Street Robbery Organization to enter the
target |ocations by surprise. Such entry was frequently made
during the night, when people within the targeted |ocations were
asl eep, it was charged.

As al | eged, when residents were found within a targeted
| ocation, nenbers of the Organization regularly subdued them and
restrained their linbs using wire coat hangers or tel ephone cord,
anong other things. In order to extract information fromrobbery
victinms about the storage location of narcotics and narcotics
proceeds within an apartnent, nenbers of the Freeman Street Robbery
Organi zation frequently physically assaulted, and threatened to
assault, the victins, it was charged. During the course of some of
the robberies, on at |east several occasions, victinms were shot,
beaten or killed by nenbers of the Freeman Street Robbery
Organi zation, according to the charges. On a regular basis,
victims were allegedly threatened with violence and held at
gunpoi nt during the robberies by nmenbers of the Organization.

The I ndi ctment al |l eges that nmenbers of the Freeman Street
Robbery Organi zati on robbed their victins of hundreds of thousands
of dollars in cash, nost of it believed to be narcotics proceeds,
and other items of value, which the nmenbers then shared anong

thenmselves. In addition, the robberies yielded nultiple kilograns



of cocaine and heroin, as well as other narcotics, including
marijuana. After robbing their victins of those narcotics, nenbers
of the Freeman Street Robbery Organization fled the scene of the
robbery, reassenbling at a distant |ocation to divide the proceeds
of their crinme, it was charged. Wen a robbery yiel ded narcotics,
either (1) a designated nenber of the Freeman Street Robbery
Organi zation would sell the narcotics to a narcotics distributor
and divide the proceeds anong the participants in the robbery or
(2) nenbers of the Freeman Street Robbery Organizati on woul d di vi de
up the narcotics and individually sell the drugs to narcotics
distributors, it was charged.

On June 5, 2001, JULI O CESAR RODRI GUEZ was arrested and
charged with robbery, weapons and hom cide offenses. On May 24,
2002, FRANKLIN M NAYA was arrested and charged wth robbery,
weapons and homi cide offenses. On July 13, 2004, LU S GOVEZ was
arrested and charged with robbery and weapons offenses. On
Novenber 19, 2004, ALBERTO CASTELLANO was arrested and charged with
robbery and weapons offenses. On January 9, 2005, PEDRO MORETA,
BERNABE MARTI NEZ and HARI' S JAVI ER were arrested on the Indictnent.
On January 11, 2005, REYNALDO PI NA was arrested on the | ndictment.
RODRI GUEZ, M NAYA, GOVEZ, CASTELLANO, MORETA, MARTI NEZ, JAVIER and

REYNALDO PI NA have all been detained pending trial. Al of the



def endants, except for LEONARDO Pl NA, SILVIO GUERRERO and ANGEL
OLI VERI A, who are fugitives, will be arraigned on the superseding
| ndi ct nent before a Magi strate Judge. The case has been assi gned
to United States District Judge VI CTOR MARRERO, who has schedul ed
a status conference for January 21, 2005 at 10:30 a.m

Set forth below are the defendants and the maxi mum

potential sentence and potential mandatory sentence each def endant

faces:
DEFENDANT MAXI MUM POTENTI AL POTENTI AL MANDATORY
SENTENCE SENTENCE

FRANKLI N M NAYA Deat h 142 years
ALBERTO CASTELLANO Deat h 117 years
Sl LVI O GUERRERO Deat h 17 years
LEONARDO PI NA Deat h 10 years
REYNALDO PI NA Deat h 17 years
PEDRO MORETA Life 92 years
JULI O CESAR Life 92 years
RODRI GUEZ

ANGEL OLI VERI A Life 17 years
LU S GOVEZ Deat h 42 years
BERNABE MARTI NEZ Life 10 years
HARI S JAVI ER Life 10 years

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the New

York City Police Departnent, Bronx Hom cide Squad, the New York



State Police and the Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration’s REDRUM
G oup, T-32, who have jointly investigated the case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys LAURI E A, KORENBAUM and
JOSHUA GOLDBERG are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnent are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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